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54TH CONGRESS,}

. SENATE.

1st Session.

REPORT
{

.No. 39.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED ST.ATES.
I
JANUARY

10, 1896.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 941.]

The Committee on Indian .Affairs, to whom Senate bill 941 was referred,
beg leave to report as follows:
The Atchison and Nebraska Railroad Company owns an important
right of way along the Missouri River in the States of Iowa and Nebraska, running through the s ·ac, Fox, and Iowa Indian reservations and
across certain allotted Indian lands. The right of way and track have
been leased to the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company,
who now use the same and over which a large quantity of freight and _
passenger traffic and the United States mails are daily carried. This
railroad company is one of the most important of the West, and enters
and traverses the State of Nebraska and other Western States to a
very great extent, and is important to their prosperity and well-being.
The encroachments of the Missouri River, by changing its bed and
by the caving in of its banks through the constant action of high water,
have been such in recent months as to absolutely force the relocation
of the right of way and track of said railroad further inland and across
certain allotted Indian lands on said reservations. The allottee of these
lands and the railroad companies have agreed upon a new right of way
now occupied by the latter, and one that it is believed and hoped will
be free from all encroachments in the future. This was necessary, or
the company could not have continued its business as heretofore. The
agreement is to the effect that the railroad company is to pay the allottees $25 per acre for lands actually taken, the Indians granting across
said lands a right of- way of 100 feet or 50 feet on either side of the
main track for ordinary railroad purposes. The agreement is entirely
voluntary and the Indians are entirely competent to contract. The
agreement upon the part of the allottees and Fhe railroad company is
as follows:
The undersigned allottees or heirs of allottees of tracts of land as below described
upon the Sac and Fox and Iowa reservations, in Doniphan County, Kans .. and
Richardson County, Nebr., and upon which there has recently been located and-built
part ?f the line of rl:1'i1road ~f the Atchison and Nebraska Railroad Company, Chicago,
~urlmgton and Qurncy Railroad Company, lessee, such location and building havm~ be~n forced by the sudden encro~chment of the Missouri River upon the line of
said r~ulroad as before located and operated, hereby state, the adults in person and
the mmors by parent, that we believe that $25 per acre is a fair and just price for
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the lands so taken ancl all damages to us upon such allotments, and that we are
willing that a title to a strip 100 feet wide, being 50 feet on either side of the center
of t,he track as now located, and as much wider as may be necessary in case required
by cuts and fills, shall be granted to the said ra,ilroad company and its said lessee
by the proper authority of the United States of America upon there being paid or
secured to us in such manner as such authorities may deem proper the said sum per
acre for any land so grant.ed.

In a letter of date January 6, 1896, from the Hon. Charles F. Manderson, formerly a United States Senator from the State of Nebraska
and a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs, to Senator Allen,
he says:
The $25 per acre provided to be paid is really more than the land is worth, but if
any information is desired by the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs as to the value
of the lands it will be found in the files of the Indian Bureau in letters from Agent
Pierson, dated April 23, 1895, April 30, 1895, and a letter from the Indian Bureau to
the agent dated March 29, 1895. Prom these letters it will appear that the sum of
$25 per acre had been determined upon as a fair price for the lands before the agreement was signed by the allottees.

Your committee finds that it is highly important and necessary to the
public service, as well as to the interests of the parties concerned, that
this bill should be considered and promptly passed. The committee
recommends that the bill be amended by inserting in the blank found
on page 2, line 24, the word "ninety."
0

